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Prussic-acid poisoning
Prussic acid is technically called hydrocyanic acid. It is a very quick-acting poison. Prussic acid exists in small amounts in the leaves of wild cherry trees and in the seed-kernels of peaches, plums, cherries, and bitter almonds. It may be found also in the sorghums, including Sudan-grass. The leaves of wild cherry trees and the grasses are especially dangerous when they are wilted. Sorghum or Sudan-grass are harmless when cut and thoroughly dried. Wilted cherry leaves, wild or tame, are poisonous. Trimmings from these trees should be kept away from live-stock. Branches broken off in storms or cut off by telephone linemen should be placed out of reach of animals of all kinds.
The affected animal becomes drowsy and staggers drunk-enly. It appears very weak, the breathing is labored, the muscles twitch and saliva flows freely. The animal dies from paralysis of the respiratory system. The affected animal is moved to a shady place and its head raised to assist breathing. Administer 1 ounce of baking-soda and 1/2 ounce of iron sulfate. Dissolve each drug in a pint of water and mix to make a quart altogether. Give this quart mixture as one dose.
White snakeroot
White snakeroot is a slender erect perennial which grows from 1 to 5 feet tall. It is found in many parts of the United States. The plant has clusters of white flowers and spear-shaped leaves. It causes a disease called trembles and may be fatal to cattle, sheep, and hogs. Horses are rarely affected, perhaps because they do not have an opportunity to eat the plant. The poison from this plant may be carried through the milk and produce death in man. Such cases have been reported.
Cattle show sluggishness and lack of condition. Later they become trembly, this being evidenced by continuous twitching of the muscles, followed by spasms. The breathing is irreeular and difficult. Not all cows, even though they